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By Matt Goodlett Follow Us!

“Shuffle” is the kind of movie that demands two viewings, the first to ﬁ
L.
be awed by the show and the second to see how the sleight of

hand came together.

Film Festival Coverage
“Shuffle” could have turned into a cheap trick, a gimmick with a lot

of flash and no substance if executed poorly. But with the
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combination of every element that went into the film (acting, ,.|' ..__4..,,. LL.\....
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directing, script, editing, soundtrack cinematography, makeup) director Kurt Kuenne pulls off

one of those rare movies that is greater than its parts, a near perfect orchestration.

The film starts with an interesting premise as protagonist Lovell Milo (whose last name sounds
like a first name) looks directly into the camera and explains his predicament: Every time he
falls asleep he wakes up at a different age in a different time of his life. Like the movie's title
would suggest, his life has become shuffled. The rules of the world that Lovell awakens to

everyday are laid out soundly from the start. The resonating question becomes why?

The shifts in time could have lapsed into tedium better suited to a short film, but then another

mystery is introduced and more players in Lovell's life are revealed.

"Shuffle” will get comparisons to “Memento” because of its nonlinear fashion. Unlike
“Memento” once the big reveal comes, the credits have rolled and after you've watched it the
second time, you might even want to watch it a third or a fourth time. The films synopsis
mentions the “Twilight Zone" and with the film airing in black and white on the festival circuit,

and its musical composition, that influence is definitely felt.

Another mention is of Frank Capra films. Like "It's A Wonderful Life," there's an existential crisis
in the protagonist and reexamination of the protagonist's life and the decisions he's made.
Also, “Shuffle” is one of those warm films that doesn't leave the audience feeling manipulated
and avoids becoming too saccharine. Kuenne could have left an ambiguous ending, as is the
case in many independent films. He also resists ending the film on a down note. Instead he
exhausts the story and brings itto a place where you can't help but feel the end was meant to
be.

Those who've watched Kuenne's short film *Validation” (which is available on Youtube) will
recognize the return of T.). Thyne (TV's “Bones”) as the lead character. His performance is

noteworthy and another reason that “Shuffle” works.

Rather than sinking to a quaint pastiche, Kuenne's film develops a style all of its own,
complemented by his musical score and cinematography, that will keep audiences engaged—

and returning to “Shuffle” year after year.
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Directed by: Kurt Kuenne

Written by: Kurt Kuenne

Starring: T.). Thyne, Paula Rhodes, Chris Stone, Meeghan Holloway, Michelle Krusiec, Tamara
Taylor, Patricia Belcher, Dylan Sprayberry, Elle Labadie

Website: Shufflethemovie.com

Release date: Aug, 21 2012

Available: limited theatrical; streaming: iTunes, Xbox, Playstation, Amazon VOD, cable VOD, DVD
(in original B&W and color), Netflix




