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Every film maker has a muse to provide creative
impetus for their productions; however, Kurt Kuenne,

director, screenwriter, cinematographer, editor and
composer, may have one of the most unique.

“| hear the music for a scene first,” Kuenne said. “For
me, the music helps set the tempo and pacing of the

scene. | will write the music for a sequence first, and
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then script out the action, based on the music.”

This approach is quite evident in Kuenne’'s latest
endeavor, "Shuffle”. The film’s opening 40 minutes is

a rousing prestissimo celluloid cantata that whirls the
viewer through a chaotic, yet intriguing set-up. The
film’s second half is an orchestrated con somma
passione largo that ushers the viewer into the spiritual
world. This approach is distinctive, considering the
musical score is generally added in a film’'s post-
production phase.

“The movie definitely varies in tempo, but it's all done
to help the viewer get into the mindset of the main
character,” Kuenne explained.

"*Shutffle" premieres in Holwood (YouTuba)

Like many independent film makers, Kuenne wore many hats for "Shuffle”. He directed, wrote the
screenplay, the score, served as editor and cinematographer. His work is notable, especially behind the
camera. He utilizes a sepia look in several sequences which is so natural it will take the viewer several
moments to realize the effect is being used. He also incorporates creative lighting, especially the use of
back lighting. Check out all the scenes in the afterlife and the framed window sequence. As editor, he
gives “Shuffle” a smooth, high budget visage of seamless edits, despite the tale’s anachronism.

“Shuffle” begins with Lovell Milo who is suffering from a bizarre ailment. Every time he falls asleep, he
wakes in a different time period of his life. It's almost as if Quentin Tarrantino were directing his life. Like
the kids on Elm Street, he quaffs coffee and caffeine in massive quantities to string together a decent
sized portion of his existence.

The opening 45 minutes of “Shuffle” set a frantic pace. Lovell’s plight, while engaging, is draining. The
viewer is left pondering the film’'s path and course. Just as the pace becomes burdensome, "Shuffle”
shifts storylines for a more sanguine setting. The emphasis turns from Lovell’s dilemma to a treatise on
the afterlife with clearly religious tones.

To his credit, Kuenne manages to present his perception of the afterlife without direct mention of
denomination; however, the images lean strongly toward the Christian ideology, complete with angels
who help guide our paths. It is the religious theme shift that enables "Shuffle” to maintain its energy.
The movie effectively makes the transition from frantic fiction to faith.

“Shuffle was always a spiritual journey. The story was heavily influenced from my work on “Dear
Zachary”, Kuenne averred.

“Dear Zachary” is the film that propelled Kuenne to prominence. He was sitting on $30,000, a cash
award for winning the Nicholl Fellowship in Screenwriting from the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts &
Sciences. He used a portion of the money to fund the documentary. It was not enough to finish the
project. He created a ten minute trailer and released it on-line in 2007, with a request for donations to
finish the film.

“Dear Zachary” concerns a senseless murder and the absurdity of Canada’s bail laws which permitted
the murderess to be released and Kill again. Kuenne knew the victim. His film spurred the creation of
Bill C-464, which reformed Canada’s bail law and criminal codes.

While Kuenne created additional documentaries that brought him notoriety, such as “Drive-In Movie
Memories”, his career launch was due to his musical incantation. He scored Frank Beddor's adaptation
of "The Looking Glass Wars” into a musical stage play.

“I think this story lends itself well to adaptation to a musical,” Kuenne said. “It's a new take on a classic
fairy tale. | worked in collaboration with Frank, going over each piece of music with each scene.
Creating music is a lot like ironing; you have to keep going over it.”

Kuenne's penchant for music is logical. He graduated from the University of Southern California where
he majored in the school’s Scoring for Motion Pictures and Television School of Music, studying under
such Hollywood stalwarts as David Raksin and Buddy Baker.

“My contact with Raksin was primarily through school work; however, Buddy and | developed a
friendship that continued outside of school,” he said.

Ironically, neither Raksin nor Baker presented Kuenne with his first big break. Another professor, David
Sheppard, restored classic films as a side profession. He had the opportunity to hear some of Kuenne's
work and asked him to redo the music for the restoration of the 1925 film “"Cyrano De Bergerac”.

“The original soundtrack for the film was lost. | tried to score the film in the style of the movies at the
time. This was back when film makers were hand painting each frame of film in an attempt to bring
color to the movies. Sheppard was uninspired by my first scoring. | asked him to let me write a brand
new original score for the film. He gave me the project. The movie is basically a romantic film and | just
wanted to do what was right for the film. My original score is the one still used today when the movie
airs on TCM or AMC.” Kuenne explained.

“I am inspired by actors and by music,” Kuenne said. "Music and acting are essentially the same; they
are different ways to tell a story. | like being an editor, piecing the story together, and I'm strongly
attracted to sound design. It's an essential element to film.”

Kuenne prefers full orchestrations for movies, rather than the simplistic style of a Clint Eastwood or
John Carpenter soundtrack. When he scores, he does so for full orchestra. He is also heavily influenced
by the film making technique of Alan Berliner. “| really appreciate his editing preferences. | remember
really being impressed when | saw one of his films and have been an admirer of his work since,” he
said.

Kuenne hopes viewer attraction for “Shuffle” continues to augment. It is currently available on home
video DVD and Blu-Ray. It is also available through GATHR, a service allowing people to request
screenings at local theatres.

He is currently working on two new screenplays, but was not at liberty to disclose the storylines.

“Many people in this business pitch an outline or treatment, but | don’t work like that. | like to have the
whole script completed before | start the marketing process. So, as soon as | complete these scripts,
the whole process will start again.”

Kuenne is a calm conversationalist, but one can easily hear the fire and passion burning inside him for
the art of telling stories in pictures. His work is intriguing. His short story “"Slow” is a modem fairy tale,
told in the style of Dr. Seuss. "Shuffle” is a unique foray into the sci-fi realm, and is more captivating
than “Looper”, the current sci-fi time travel hype film.

Kuenne attests to the cinematic pool of talent, bubbling just below the surface of the Hollywood
machine, ready to burst forth. Watch for updates to his two new projects on OUTTAKES, the Tri-State’s
longest running, award winning film review program.
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