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| e offers Cinequest
" audiences a look at South Bay
native’s latest work page 12

T.J. Thyne stars in ‘Shuffle,” a feature film showing at Cinequest. The movie was written, directed, filmed
and produced by Bay Area native Kurt Kuenne.
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onsider, if you will, the tale

of one Lovell Milo, a man

who’s living his life out of
order: one day, he’s in grammar
school and the next he’s a 30-some-
thing wedding photographer; the
next he's an elderly man, and so
on. It seems very sci-fi, or per-
haps all in his head, but whatever
the cause, lucky for Lovell, being
the protagonist of the feature film
Shuffle is entirely to blame for his
baffling condition.

Shuffle is the work of indepen-
dent filmmaker Kurt Kuenne, a
South Bay native. The writer, di-
rector and composer for Shuffle,
he likens his film, in movie short-
hand, to “The Twilight Zone meets
Frank Capra.” And in the strange,

sometimes seemingly alternate ||

reality of the filmmaking world,
it was, initially, a circuitous route

between the film'’s inspiration and

realization.

Kuenne, who now lives in Los ||

Angeles, is returning to the South
Bay to promote Shuffle, which is
showing at Cinequest 22.

The feature marks his 11th proj-
ect to show at Cinequest and his
eighth appearance at the festival.
Shuffiescreens March4,4:45p.m.,
March 6, 11:45 a.m. and March 7,
11 a.m. All sereenings take place
at the Camera 12 cinema, 201 S.
Second St., San Jose.

Kuenne also serves on Cine-
quest’s narrative feature jury—
he notes that Shuffie is in a differ-
ent category than the one he’ll be
judging—and he will be the mod-
erator for a March 7 panel discus-
sion, “Making an Impact : Film as
a Force for Good,” which explores
the power of film to affect social
change. The discussion focuses
on the work of Dana Nachman
and Don Hardy.

Kuenne grew up in Sunnyvale,
and is an alumnus of De Anza
College. He graduated from the
University of Southern Califor-
nia film school and is a recipient
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Indie filmmaker and Bay Area native Kurt Kuenne

played many roles in creating his film ‘Shuffle’

By HEATHER ZIMMERMAN
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Paula Rhodes plays Grace in ‘Shuffle, a feature film showing at Cinequest.

of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences’ prestigious
Nicholl Fellowship.

Since 1996, Cinequest audiences
have seen a variety of Kuenne'’s
works, from features like Scrap-
book to a series of short comedies
including the well-received Vali-
dation (starring TJ Thyne, the
star of Shuffle), to documentaries
that touched on topics nostalgic,
such as Drive-in Movie Memories,
and the profoundly personal Dear
Zachary.

For many of these works, Kue-
nne called on his screenwriting,
directing and composing skills,
all of which he’s been honing from
a very young age. Of his numer-

ous credits on Shuffle and some of
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T'm incredibly grateful that they keep
having me back: A), I love coming back
and B), it’s a wonderful way for me
to show my latest works to my family
and people I grew up with the area’
— Kurt Kuenne

his other films, Kuenne says with | ept at multitasking, Kuenne says
a laugh, “I'm looking to narrow | that he’s able to take on all the

those in the future.”

jobs from writer to composer to

And although he’s certainly ad- | editor, because generally speak-

ing, he’s not juggling them all at
once. Unlike his protagonist’s life,
the work takes place in a specific
order, starting, of course, with
writing the seript and winding up
in the editing room. Kuenne was
also a producer on the film, along
with its star Thyne of the TV
show Bones.

“Most of those jobs that I do
are sequential. What happens
is it ends up taking me an awful
long time doing one after another.
The only jobs that I was doing at
the same time were directing and
lighting, because I was the cin-
ematographer and that gave me
enormous headaches,” he says.

Bringing Lovell Milo’s disor-
dered life to the screen has re-
quired nothing so much as order,
right down to finding the time
when the film could actually be
made.

The inspiration for Shuffle
came about eight years ago, when
Kuenne was brainstorming with a
development executive who had
read the script that earned Kue-
nne the Nicholl Fellowship.

“So we were just sort of tossing
ideas around one afternoon, and
the idea of ‘what about a guy who
lives his life out of order’ came up,
and the sentence just resonated
with me. I went home and played
around with it and came up with
an outline for the film I've now
made. He was surprised when I
came back in, because I think he
was expecting a comedy,” he says

Though it has its humorous
moments, Shuffle is decidedly a
drama in which its hero tries to
cope with his out-of-order life and
at the same time, solve the mys-
tery of why it’s happening. As ev-
ery day he continues to wake up at
a different time in his life, we see
Lovell at various points of falling
in love and in an ongoing struggle
to grapple with family issues.

Kuenne, page 13
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Kuenne

Continued from page 12

Although the development ex-
ecutive ultimately did not buy
Kuenne's script, he liked the
screenplay and encouraged Kue-
nne to continue writing it.

Kuenne was close to finishing
his first draft when his manag-
ers advised him to stop writing
Shuffle altogether. A script with
a similar concept had just had a
big sale to Warner Brothers, and
Shuffle would now be much more
difficult to sell.

“l went ahead and finished it,
even though they were telling me
‘There’s no point, put it away.” I
was so in the middle of the story, I
thought I would go nuts if I didn’t
finish writing it,” Kuenne re-
calls. “I also-thought this is small
enough that maybe I could do it
low-budget some day.”

The script stayed shelved un-
til a few years later, when some
funds came available for a proj-
ect, and a friend remembered the
seript for Shuffle. After a couple
of rewrites, Shuffle was filmed in
about four weeks—not counting
pre-production—over  Thyne’s

summer hiatus from Bones.
In Shuffle, Thyne plays Lovell at

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY
OF RICHARD KUENNE

Bay Area native Kurt Kuenne

is the writer, director and

composer for ‘Shuffle,’ a feature

film showing at Cinequest.

Kuenne also produced and

edited the film, which marks

his 11th project to show at

Cinequest.
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several different ages, from early
20s all the way up to his 90s. Ac-
tors Dylan Sprayberry and Adam
Raque play Lovell as a boy and a
teen, respectively.

Lovell's jumps in age actually
established the order in which
scenes were shot. “[Thyne] had to
be clean-shaven and have shorter
hair when he was younger, but
even the older stuff, we had to
wait until he was done being all
scruffy because he had to be com-
pletely clean-shaven in order to
put the prostheties on.”

In fact, the extent of Lovell’s
aging in the film could have ended
up as a make-or-break issue for
whether Shuffie could have been
made as a low-budget film. But
the participation of Academy
Award-winning makeup art-
ist Barney Burman, brought on
board by Thyne, made it possible
to convincingly turn the actor into
a nonagenarian and aided him in
playing a range of ages.

“We were just really fortunate,”
Kuenne says. “Looking back, I was
wondering, how was that going to
play if we didn’t have that level of
makeup on the picture because of
all the jumping around in time.”

Lovell’s life may be all over the
place in time, but screenings of
Shuffle are being held on much
more ordered schedule, at film
festivals around the country. In-
dependent films, which don’t have
a studio’s financial resources, rely
on film festivals to help build and
maintain an audience.

Just prior to his appearance
at Cinequest, Kuenne presented
Shuffle at the Sedona Interna-
tional Film Festival, where its
showings sold out, and it tied for
the festival's Audience Award.
Shuffle also screened at the Santa
Barbara International Film Festi-
val in January and has upcoming
engagements in Nebraska, New
Jersey and at the Cleveland In-
ternational Film Festival, which
will feature a retrospective of
Kuenne’s work, starting with his
1999 feature film, Scrapbook.

Later in the spring, Kuenne is
hoping to attend a sci-fi film fes-
tival in Belgium to help draw in-
ternational interest for Shuffle.
He is winding up talks with a dis-
tributor and the film is slated for
U.S. release this summer, when it
will likely be available on DVD as
well as on-demand platforms like
Netflix.

But returning to home turf for
Cinequest marks a special stop
for Shuffle. “I'm incredibly grate-

“
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TJ Thyne stars as Lovell Milo in ‘Shuffle,’ a feature film showing at Cinequest. This film was written
and directed by Bay Area native Kurt Kuenne.

ful that they keep having me back:
A), I'love coming back and B), it’s
a wonderful way for me to show
my latest works to my family and
people I grew up with the area,”
Kuenne says. “My folks are there,
my sister and family, friends from
high school and grade school.”

The Cinequest appearance of
Shuffle will also mark the first
time that Kuenne's two school-
age nephews will see his work on
the big screen.

As a festival, Cinequest’s scope

has always been inclusive of inter-
national as well as national and
regional works, but with a film-
maker like Kuenne, who has local
roots, the festival offers longtime
audiences a chance to watch a na-
tive son’s career unfold. And Kue-
nne, whose work has been fea-
tured in about half of Cinequest’s
outings, has had the opportunity
to see the festival really take root
itself. .
Even as he travels to festivals
with Shuffle over the next months

and puts together bonus features
for the film's DVD release, Kue-
nne, who recently finished work
on a stage musical based on Frank
Beddor’s books The Looking Glass
Wars, is thinking ahead to new
projects, and says he has three or
four ideas in mind. “I'm excited to
write something new,” he says.
Individual tickets for screenings
are $10 general/$7 matinee/$5
seniors and students. Forums and
workshops are $10-$20. 408.295.
FEST or visit www.cinequest.org.
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